
Nightingale
Tribute

Send your memorial gift to the 
Nebraska Nurses Foundation today!  

___ Enclosed is my gift of $_________.

___ Enclosed is my gift of $_________ and I 
would like to establish an automatic deduction 
plan.  (We will contact you to set up a plan.)

How would you like this gift to be designated?
___ For the endowed scholarship fund.
___ As an unrestricted gift, to be used in 
       accordance with NNA’s mission and vision.

In whose memory is this gift made?

In memory of ______________________________.
     (name of deceased)

___ I would like to give a gift of stock or life 
insurance or other appreciated property.  Please 
contact me to discuss this type of gift.

___ I would like to designate the Nebraska 
Nurses Foundation in my will or trust.  Please 
contact me.

Name________________________________________

Address______________________________________
 Street or P.O. Box 

             ______________________________________
 City   State        Zip

Phone:  (______)_______________________________

Email________________________________________

Please make your check payable to the Nebraska Nurses 
Foundation and send your donation to:  P.O. Box 82086, 
Lincoln, NE  68501.  

The Nightingale Tribute was originally developed 
by the Kansas State Nurses Association. 

Used and modi! ed with permission.

for Nebraska 
Registered Nurses

Brochure provided by 
Nebraska Nurses Association.

Contact:
Annette Belitz Harmon, CFM, CM
Executive Director
Nebraska Nurses Association/Foundation
P.O. Box 82086
Lincoln, NE  68501-2086
Phone:  (402) 475-3859
Fax:  (402) 475-3961
Email:  Executive@NebraskaNurses.org
Web Site:  www.NebraskaNurses.org



 Format of the Tribute 
The Nightingale Tribute begins with a short syn-
opsis of the nurse’s career. The Tribute Reading 
follows the synopsis. A white rose is placed with 
the nurse after the reading, with the statement, 
“(Name), we honor you this day and give you a 
white rose to symbolize our honor and apprecia-
tion for being our colleague.”

This entire tribute takes only two minutes and can 
be placed anywhere in the service appropriate to 
the traditions and beliefs of the recipient’s faith.

How do I arrange this tribute for my loved one?
•  Visit with your minister or funeral home director
   about this tribute.
•  The family is urged to choose an RN friend or 
   colleague (active or retired) of the deceased to 
   present the tribute.
•  Ask the nurse to visit with you. Provide them a 
   brief synopsis of your loved one’s life as a nurse.
•  Use the words included with this brochure as 
    a creative reading to follow the career synopsis.
   Adapt the reading to ! t the recipient.
•  The Tribute will be scheduled in the service 
    according to the wishes of the family, funeral 
    home and place of worship as appropriate.
•  If you wish, a white rose can be placed with your
   loved one in tribute and honor.  You may wish to
   notify any nurse friend(s) to bring a white rose.

 The Tribute Reading
“Nursing is a calling, a lifestyle, a way of liv-
ing.  Nurses here today honor __________ and 
his/her life as a nurse.

Although ________________ served _____ 
years as a nurse, his/her life is not remembered 
by the number of years, but by the difference 
he/she made during those years by stepping into 
people’s lives… by special moments:

When a calming, quiet presence was all 
that was needed, she* was there.

In the excitement and miracle of birth or 
in the mystery and loss of life, she was there.
When a silent glance could uplift a patient, 

family member or friend, she was there.
At those times when the unexplainable 
needed to be explained, she was there.

When the situation demanded a swift foot 
and sharp mind, she was there.

When a gentle touch, a ! rm push, or an 
encouraging word was needed, she was there.

In choosing the best one from a family’s 
“Thank Y ou” box of chocolates, 

she was there.
To witness humanity—its beauty, in good

times and bad, without judgment, 
she was there.

To embrace the woes of the world, 
willingly, and offer hope, she was there.

And now, that it is time to be at the 
Greater One’s side, she is there.
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 __________________, we honor you this day 
and give you a white rose to symbolize our 
honor and appreciation for being our colleague.”

*Pronoun may be changed to “he” for male nurse.

Memorials 
for Your Loved One

The Nebraska Nurses Foundation was created in 
2000 as the charitable gifting arm for the Ne-
braska Nurses Association (NNA).  The Founda-
tion complements the work of NNA by accepting 
charitable donations and actively raising funds 
to support advances in education, research and 
nursing practice. 

One example of the Foundation making a dif-
ference in nurses’ lives is the ability, through 
donated funds, to give scholarships to nurs-
ing students.  The Foundation’s goal of rais-
ing $100,000 for a permanent endowment will 
result in annual scholarship awards at both the 
undergraduate and graduate level.  The scholar-
ships will encourage new nursing students at the 
undergraduate level and nursing faculty at the 
graduate level, so that the current nursing short-
age may be decreased.  Since only the interest 
generated by this investment is used, a donation 
to the endowment means a perpetual stream of 
income for scholarships.

The Nebraska Nurses Foundation will work to 
enhance consumer’s health by supporting proj-
ects that strengthen the nursing profession and 
will bene! t nurses and consumers where nurses 
practice:  hospitals, schools, clinics, the work-
place and the home.  Through the Foundation, 
you can play an important role in the future of 
nursing and the health of the people of Nebraska, 
and provide a lasting tribute in your loved one’s 
memory.  All gifts are tax deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by law and may be designated spe-
ci! cally for scholarships or remain unrestricted.  

N ursing is a calling, a way of life.  Nursing 
is a service profession that can not be lived in 
isolation.  Nurses rely on each other for the 
synergistic effect of teamwork in our efforts to 
care giving.  It is appropriate that we honor our 
colleagues not only during their career, but also 
at the end of life’s journey.  The Nightingale 
Tri bute is a way of honoring our colleagues at 
the end of life’s journey.  


